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Helms withheld information 
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WASHINGTON (AP) - Former CIA 
director Richard M. Helms has 
acknowledged that he withheld 
information concerning the agency's 
covert operations in Chile while testi- 
fying under oath on two occasions before 
• Senate Committees. 1 

"I felt obliged to keep some of this 
stuff, in other Words, not volunteer a 
good deal of information," Helms told a 
closed session of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee last month. He 
said that disclosure of ,CIA operations 
against the government of Chilean presi- 
dent Salvador Allende could have 
further damaged relations between the 
U.S. and Chile. 

, Helms appeared before the Foreign 
Relations panel Jan. 22 to explain,.- 
apparent discrepancies in previously 
sworn statements regarding CIA oper- 
ations both abroad and at home. A 
censored transcript of his testimony was 
released by the committee Sunday. 

Helms said his decision to withhold 
information was perhaps “a serious 
mistake" but categorically denied he 
had ever knowingly lied to a 
congressional committee. "If I have 
been guilty in the past of not having gone 
the whole way, all right," he said. 


On a related matter.. Helms blamed a 
lapse of memory as the principal cause 
of discrepancies in his sworn state- 
ments concerning the agency's domestic 
activities. 

Helms said he "had totally forgotten 
about the Huston business" when he 
assured the Foreign Relations 
Committee in February .1973 that the CIA 
was not involved in a government effort 
to gather intelligence on the anti-war 
movement. 
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"The Huston business" refers to a 1970 
memo written by former Nixon aide 
Tom Charles Huston recommending 
break-ins and other “clearly illegal" 
tactics as a means of improving 
domestic intelligence. 

Helms continued to deny that the CIA 
had done anything improper in response 
to the Huston plan. 

"Participation in the Huston, plan by 
the CIA had only to do with our giving 
assurance that /we would increase our 
effort overseas in the foreign field to find 
out if there were connections with these l 
various dissident groups in the United .1 
States. We did not undertake to do i 
anything in the domestic intelligence ' 
field," he said. 
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Helms, now ambassador to Iran, also 
denied allegations the CIA spied or kept 
files on congressmen. 

Helms was questioned closely by Sen. 
Frank Church, D-Idaho, about his 
previous statements regarding CIA 
activities in. Chile in light of subsequent 
allegations that the agency expended 
more than $1 million to influence the 
outcome of the 1970 Chilean presidential 
election. 

In 1973 Helms testified under oath 
before two congressional committees 
that the CIA had not attempted to 
influence the vote. Helms conceded to 
Church that his 1973 . answers were 
"narrow" but insisted that “I didn't 
come into the multinational committee 
hearing to mislead you." 

T Helms said that “one of the principal 
problems was who in the Congress was 
really (the one) to divulge all of the 
details of covert operations to." Per- 
haps, Helms said, “what I should have 
done at the time was to go to Sen. 
Church's office and sit down with him 
and go over these things in a much more 
extensive way simply so he could know 
where the pitfalls were." 

On other subjects, Helms denied : 

—A report that he knew about the 
break-in at the offices of Daniel 
Ellsberg's psychiatrist; 

—Any knowledge of an allegation 
' attributed to former 'White House 
counsel Charles Colson that E. Howard 
Hunt frequently passed information to 
the CIA long after the agency says it 
severed relations with the Watergate 
conspirator; 

—Another report attributed to Colson 
' that he once gave Hunt $20,000 in cash. 
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